
PEE 

The daring flames peept in, and faw frdm far 
The awful beauties of the facred quire ; 

But fince it was prophan’d by civil war, 

Heav’n thought it fit to have it purg’d by fire. Dryden. 
From each tree 

The feather d people look down to peep on me. Dryden. 
7 . hofe remote and vaft bodies were formed not merely to 
be peept at through an optick glafs. Bentley s Sermons. 

O my mufe, juft diftance keep ; 

Thou art a maid, and muft not peep. Prior. 

In vain his little children peeping out 
Into the mingling ftorm, demand their fire. Thomfon. 
Peep, n.f 

1. Firft appearance: as, at the peep and firft break of day. 

2. A fly look. 

Would not one think, the almanackmaker was crept out 
of his grave to take t’ other peep at the ftars. Swift. 

Pee'per. n.f. Young chickens juft breaking the fhell. 

Diflies I chufe, though little, yet genteel; 

Snails the firft courfe, and peepers crown the meal. Bramjl . 
Peephole. 7 n. f. [peep and hole. ] Hole through which 
Pee'pinghole. 5 one may look without being difcovered. 

By the peepholes in his creft. 

Is it not virtually confeft, 

That there his eyes took diftant aim. Prior. 

The fox fpied him through a peepingkole he had found out 
to fee what news. L'EJlrange. 

PEER. n.f. [pair , French.] 

1. Equal; one of the fame rank. 

His peers upon this evidence 

Have found him guilty of high treafon. Shakefp. 

Amongft a man’s peers , a man (hall be fure of familiarity; 
and therefore it is good a little to keep ftate. Bacon. 

Oh ! what is man, great maker of mankind ! 

That thou to him fo great refpeCl do’ft bear ! 

That thou adorn’ft him with fo bright a mind, 

Mak’ft him a king, and ev’n an angel’s peer. Davies. 

2 . One equal in excellence or endowments. 

In fong he never had his peer , 

From fweet Cecilia down to chanticleer. Dryden. 

3. Companion : fellow. 

s He all his peers in beauty did furpafs. Fairy Queen. 

If you did move to-night. 

In the dances, with what fpight 
Of your peers you were beheld, 

That at every motion fwell’d. Benj. Johnfon. 

Who bear the bows were knights in Arthur’s reign, 
Twelve they, and twelve th z peers of Charlemagne. Dryd. 

4. A nobleman: of nobility we have five degrees, who are all 
neverthelefs called peers , becaufe their eflential privileges are 
the fame. 

I fee thee compaft with thy kingdom’s peers , 

That fpeak my falutation in their minds : 

Hail king of Scotland ! Shakefp. Macbeth. 

King Henry’s peers and chief nobility 
Deftroy’d themfelves, and loft the realm of France. Shakef 
Be juft in all you fay, and al l you do ; 

Whatever be your birth, you’re fure to be 
A peer of the firft magnitude to me. Dryden. 

To Peer. v. n. [By contraction from appear .] 

1. To come juft in fight. 

As the fun breaks through the darkeft clouds, 

So honour peereth in the meaneft habit. Shakefp. 

Yet a many of your horfemen peer. 

And gallop o’er the field. Shakef pear s Henry V. 

Ev’n through the hollow eyes of death 
I fpy life peering Shakefp. 

See how his gorget peers above his gown. 

To tell the people in what danger he was. Ben. Johnfon. 
Hell itfelf will pafs away, 

And leave her dolorous manfionto the peering day. Milt. 

2. To look narrowly ; to peep. 

Now for a clod-like hare in form they peer. 

Now bolt and cudgel fquirrels leap do move. 

Now the ambitious lark with mirrour clear 
They catch, while he, fool ! to himfelf makes love. Sidn. 

Peering in maps for ports, and peers, and roads. 

And every objeCt that might make me fear 
Misfortune to my ventures. Shakepf. Merch. of Venice. 
Pee'rage. n.f. [pairie , Fr. from peer.] 

1. The dignity of a peer. 

His friendfliips he to few confin’d ; 

No fools of rank or mongrel breed. 

Who fain would pafs for Lords indeed 5 
Where titles give no right or power, 

And peerage is a wither’d flower. Swift. 

2 . The body of peers. 

Not only the penal laws are in force againft papifts, and 
their number is contemptible, but alfo the peerage and com¬ 
mons are excluded from parliament. Dryden. 

Pee'rdom. n.f. [from peer.] Peerage. Amfworth. 

Pee'ress. n.f. [female of peer.] The lady of a peer i a wo¬ 
man ennobled. 


PEG 

Statefinari and patriot ply alike the flocks j 
Peerefs and butler (hare alike the box. * p 

Peerless, adj. [from peer.] Unequalled; having no 

1 bind, * 


Shakefp, 


On pain of punilhment, the world to weet, 

We ftand up peerlefs. 

You, 

So perfe<ft, and fo peerlefs , are created 
Of every creature’s beft. Shakefpeare's Tembe/l 

Her peerlefs feature, joined with her birth, n ' 

Approves her fit for none, but for a king. Shakefp 

Hefperus, that led 

The ftarry hoft, rode brighteft ; till the moon, 

Riling in clouded majeft, yat length, 

Apparent queen, unveil’d her peerlefs light. Milton. 

Such mulic worthieft were to blaze 
The peerlefs light of her immortal praife, 

Whole luftre leads us. Milton 

Her drefs, her fhape, her matchlefs grace, 

Were all obferv’d, as well asheav’nly face; 

With fuch a peerlefs majefty (he Hands, 

As in that day (he took the crown. Dryden. 

Pee'rlessness. n.J. [from peerlefs.] Univerfal fuperiority. 
PEE'VISH, adj. [This word Junius, with more reafon than he 
commonly difeovers, luppofes to be formed by corruption from 
perverfe ; Skinner rather derives it from beeijh , as we fay 
wafpijh.] Petulant; wafpifh; eafily offended; irritable; 
iralcible; foon angry ; perverfe; morofe ; querulous; full of 
expreflions of difeontent; hard to pleale. 

For what can breed more peevijh incongruities, 

Than man to yield to female lamentations. Sidney. 

She is peevijh , fullen, froward. 

Proud, difobedient, ftubborn, lacking duty. Shakefp. 

If thou haft the metal of a king. 

Being wrong’d as we are by this peevijh town, 

Turn thou the mouth of thy artiliery. 

As we will ours, againft thele fiaucy walls. Shakefp. 

I will not prefume 

To fend fuch peevijh tokens to a king. Shakefp. 

Thofe deferve to be doubly laugh’d at, that are peevijh and 
angry for nothing to no purpofe. LEf range. 

Neither will it be latire or peevifn inveCtive to affirm, that 
infidelity and vice are npt much diminifhed. Swift. 

Pe-e'vishly. adv. [from peevijh.] Angrily; querulouhy; 
morofely. 

He was fo peevijhly opiniative and proud, that he would 
neither afk nor hear the advice of any. Hayward. 

Pee'vishness. n.f [from peevijh.] Irafcibility ; querulouf- 
nefs; fretfulnefs; perverfenefs. 

Some mifearriages in government might efcape through the 
peevijhnefs of others, envying the publick (hould be managed 
without them. King Charles. 

It will be an unpardonable, as well as childifh peeviflmefs, 
if we undervalue the advantages of our knowledge, and neg- 
leCt to improve it. Locke. 

You may find 

Nothing but acid left behind : 

From paflion you may then be freed, 

When peevijhnefs and fpleen fucceed. Swift. 

Peg, n.f [ pegghe , Teutonick.] 

1. A piece of wood driven into a hole, which does the office of 
an iron nail. 

Solid bodies forefhew rain ; as boxes and pegs of wood, 
when they draw and wind hard. Bacon . 

The teeth are about thirty in each jaw ; all of them davi- 
culares or peg teeth, not much unlike the tulks of a maftiff. 

Grew’s Mufaum. 

If he pretends to be cholerick, we (hall treat him like his 
little friend Dicky, and hang him upon a peg till he comes to 
himfelf. Addifon's Guardian , N° 108. 

The pegs and nails in a great building, though they are but 
little valued in themfelves, are abfolutely necefiary to keep the 
whole frame together. Addifon s Spectator. 

A finer petticoat can neither make you richer, more vir¬ 
tuous or wife, than if it hung upon a peg. Swi P‘ 

2 . The .pins of an inftrument in which the firings are (trained. 

You are well tun’d now; but I’ll let down 
The pegs that make this mufick. Shakefp. Othe 0. 

3. To take a? eg lower 1 todeprefs; to fink : perhaps from re¬ 
laxing the cords of mufical inftruments. 

Remember how in arms and politicks. 

We (till have worded all your holy tricks, 

Trepann’d your party with intrigue. 

And took your grandees down a peg. 1 

4. The nickname of Margaret. 

To Peg. v. a. To faften with a peg. 

I will rend an oak. 

And peg thee in his knotty entrails, ’till , 

Thou’ft bowl’d away twelve winters. Shakefp. len f J 
Taking the (hoots of the paft fpring, and P e SS iri S 
down in very rich earth, by that time twelvemoffl* 
be ready to-remove. Evelyn 
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PEL 

Pelf, n.f [In low Latin, pelfra, not known whence derived; 
pciiffe , in Norman, is frippery.] Money ; riches. 

The thought of this doth pafs all world \y.pelf. ' Sidn'cy. 

Hardy elf, 

Thou dared view my direful countenance, 

I read thee rafti and heedlefs of thyfelf. 

To trouble my (till feat and heaps of previous pelf. 

Fairy Queen . 

Immortal gods, I crave no pelf; 

I pray for no man but myfelf. 

He call’d his money in; 

But the prevailing love of pelf 
Soon fplit him on the former flielf: 

He put it out again. 

To the poor if he refus’d his pelf.\ 

He us’d them full as kindly as himfelf. 

Pelican, n.f [pelicanus , low Lat. pellican , Fr.] 

There are two forts of pelicans ; one lives upon the water 
and feeds upon fifti; the other keeps in deferts, and feeds 
upon ferpents and other reptiles: the pelican has a peculiar 
tendernefs for its young; it generally places its neft upon a 
craggy rock : the pelican is fuppofed to admit its young to 
fuck blood from its bread. Calmet. 

Should difearded fathers 
Have this little mercy on their flefh ; 

3 Twas this flefli begot thofe pelican daughters. Shakefp. 
The pelican hath a beak broad and flat, like the (lice of 
apothecaries. Hakewill on Providence. 

PE'LLET. n. f [from pila, Lat. pelote, Fr.] 

1. A little ball. 

That which is fold to the merchants, is made into little 
pellets , and fealed. Sandys. 

I dreffed with little pellets of lint. Wifeman's Surgery. 

2 . A bullet ; a ball. 

The force of gunpowder hath been aferibed to rarefaCtian 
of the earthy fubftance into flame, and fo followeth a dilata¬ 
tion ; and therefore, left two bodies (hould be in one place, 
there muft needs alfo follow an expulfion of the pellet or 
blowing up of the mine : but thefe are ignorant fpeculations; 
for flame, if there were nothing elfe, will be fuffocated with 
any hard body, fuch as a pellet is, or the barrel of a gun ; fo 
as the hard body would kill the flame. Bacon. 

A cube or pellet of yellow wax as much as half the fpirit 
of wine, burnt only eighty-feven pulfes. Bacon. 

How (hall they reach us in the air with thofe pellets they 
can hardly roll upon the ground. JJ EJlrange. 

In a (hooting trunk, the longer it is to a certain limit, the 
more forcibly the air paffes and drives the pellet. Ray : 

Pelleted, adj. [from pellet.] Confiding of bullets. 

My brave Egyptians all, 

By the difeandying of this pelleted ftorm. 

Lie gravelefs. Shakelpeare. 

Pe'llicle. n.f [ pellicula , Lat.] 

1. A thin (kin. 

After the difcbarge of the fluid, the pellicle muft be broke. 

V • r _ , Sharp's Surgery. 

2 . It is often ufed for the film which gathers upon liquors im¬ 

pregnated with (alts or other fubftances, and evaporated bv 
heat. J 

Pe'lli TORY . n.f [parietarla, Lat.] An herb. 

The pellitory hath an apetalous flower, whofe flower cup is 
divided into four parts, which is fometimes bell-(haped like a 
funnel, with four (lamina or threads furrounding the pointal, 
which becomes for the mod part an oblong feed, furrounded 
by die flower cup ; to which may be added, the flowers are 
produced from the wings of the leaves. Miller. 

Pellmell. n.f. [pefemefe, Fr.] Confufedly; tumultuoufly i 
one among another. J 

When we have da(h’d them to the ground. 

Then defie each other ; and pell mell 

Make work upon ourfelves. Shakefpeare' s Kim John. 

Never yet did infurreClion want 
Such moody beggars, ftarving for a time 
Of pellmell havock and confufion. Henry IV 

He knew when to fall on pellmell > 7 

as we,i - Hudibras - 

Clerk of the fells, an officer belonging to the exchequer 
who enters every teller’s bill into a parchment roll called fids 
“eefgum the roll of receipts; and alfo makes another roll 

PFn nfr“T”’ r 3 r ,f l °I th ? di{buI *ments. Bailey. 

rLLLU CID. adj. [pellucidus, Lat.] Clear; tranfparent • 
not opake; not dark. “".parent. 

The colours are owing to the intermixture of foreign matter 
w.th the proper matter of the ftone ; this is the cafe of abates 
and other coloured ftones, the colours of feveral whereof may 

withn kl^a ^ ^° d ‘l S rendered as pdlucid as cryflaL 
without fenfibly damaging the texture. Woodward 

it water be made warm in any pellucid veffiel emptied of 
aw, the water in the vacuum will bubble and boil as vehe¬ 
mently as it would in the open air in a veffel fetupon the fire, 

it conceives a much greater heat. tfewton’s Opticks 


PEN 

Pellu'cidity. 7 n.f. [frompellucid.] Tranlparency; clear- 
Pellu'cidness. ) nefs; not opacity. 

The air is a clear and pellucid menftruum, in which the 
infenfible particles of diflolved matter float, without troubling 
the pellucidity of the air; when on a fudden by a precipitation 
they gather into vifible mifty drops that make clouds. Locke. 

We confider their pellucidnefs and the vaft quantity of light, 
that paffes through them without refle&ion, Kcil 

Pelt, n.f [ frompellis , Lat.] 

1. Skin; hide. 

The camels hair is taken for the (kin or pelt v/ith the hair 
upon it. Brown s Vulgar Errours. 

A fcabby tetter on their pelts will dick. 

When the raw rain has pierc’d them to the quick. Dryden. 

2 . The quarry of a hawk all torn. Ainfworth. 

Pelt-monger, n. f. [pellio , Lat. pelt and monger.] A dealer 

in raw hides. 

To Pelt. v. a. [poltern , German, Skinner ; contracted from 
pelleti Mr. Lye.] It is generally ufed of fomethirig thrown, 
rather with teazing frequency than deftru&ive violence. 

1. To ftrike with fomething thrown. 

Poor naked wretches wherefoe’er you are 
That bide the pelting of this pitilefs ftorm ! 

How (hall your houfelefs heads and unfed fides. 

Your loop’d and window’d raggednefs defend you. Shakefp. 

Do but ftand upon the foaming (hore. 

The chiding billows feem to pelt the clouds. Shakefp. 

No zealous brother there would want a ftone 
To maul us cardinals, and pelt pope Joan. Dryden. 

Obfcure perfons have infulted men of great worth, and 
pelted them from coverts with little objections. Atterbury. 

The whole empire could hardly fubdue me, and I might 
eafily with ftones pelt the metropolis to pieces. Gulliver. 

2. To throw ; to caft. 

My Phillis me with pelted apples plies. 

Then tripping to the woods the wanton hies. Dryden. 

Pe lting. adj. This word in Shakefpeare fignifies, I know not 
why, mean ; paltry ; pitiful. 

Could great men thunder, Jove could ne’er be quiet; 
For every pelting petty officer 
Would ufe his heav’n for thunder. 

Fogs falling in the land. 

Have every pelting river made fo proud. 

That they have overborn their continents. 

They from (heepcotes and poor pelting villao-es 
Enforce their charity. ° Shakefp. 

d r/ pdting ~ m ' Shakefp. 

PE LVIS. 71. f. [Latin.] The lower part of the belly. 

•Pen. n. f [■ penna , Latin.] 

1. An inftrument of writing. 

Never durft poet touch a pen to write. 

Until his ink were temper’d with love’s fighs. 

Eternal deities ! 

H ho write whatever time (hall bring to pafs. 

With pens of Adamant on plates of brafs. 

He takes the papers, lays them down again ; 

And, with unwilling fingers, tries the^«. ^ ryumt 

1 can, by defignmg the letters, tell what new idea it (hall 
exhibit the next moment, barely by drawing my pen over it, 
which will neither appear, if my hands ftand (till; or though 
1 move my pen, if my eyes be (hut. r JL 

2. Feather. ^ oc/ce - 

The pens that did his pinnions bind. 

Were like main-yards with flying canvas lin’d. 

3. Wing; though even here it may mean feather. 

Feather’d foon and fledg’d. 

With { r \ mm 'a r h - 7 f ; and foarin § th ’ air foblime, 

A rF^mn s de q 1S d ‘ gr0und - Milton's Paradife Loll. 

4. [From pennan Saxon.] A fmall inclofure; a coop. 7 

My father ftole two geefe out of a fen. ^Shakeft ■ 

the T be e ft rth e w ;r dered to drefs & 

She in pens his flocks will fold. Dryden'sjhkjj 

A .^ksin thy ponds, and chickens in thy pens. 

And be thy tunceys num’rous as thy hens. Kim. 

. . , T he gather’d flocks 

Are in the wattled pen innumerous prefs’d. 

Head above head. <7-7, r > r 

To P £N . „. [pennan and pmban, Saxon.] M ‘ 

I 'phce“° P; t0<hUt “ Pi toinca § e ; toimprifon in a narrow 

A t Away with her, 

And pen her up. 

r, • • , . % heavy fo n 

Irivate in his chamber pens himfelf. 0/ r 

The plaifter alone would pen the humnnr a S . e Jp* 
rn the part, and forbid newhumour ' y 

wh OThu „ *,•£«,: , 

Watching Ihcphcrt, ,S,n“ckT7,'c 


Shakefpeare « 


Shakefp. 


Shakefp. 

Dryden. 

Dryden. 


Shakefp. Cymbeline. 
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